English 9 Honors & English 12 NING:  Online Discussion Group Guidelines

This year, as a member of E9H or E12, you will participate in an online discussion group, a place for you to voice your opinions in another format besides our class discussions. This gives you an opportunity to follow discussions of interest to you, to start your own discussions, to argue your points or agree with others, to work out questions and confusions while reading, to speak with other intelligent readers about books and other topics of interest. Below are the requirements for this assignment, grading criteria, and instructions for accessing the group. I hope you will find this forum a unique and valuable contribution to your understanding and enjoyment of the texts we experience together this year. 

Online Discussion Participation Requirements 

· You are required to post a response to all discussions started by me.  These will be announced during class, and you will have a timeframe to follow.

· In addition to assigned responses, you must post a minimum of once a week. You may certainly post more often but please do not dominate discussions. 

· A wide range of posts are possible, from expressions of confusion, questions for the group, brilliant insights, and the occasional humorous remark. The purpose is to work out meaning together in an environment conducive to thoughtful response. You don’t have to try to impress everyone—an honest question is as helpful to discussion as a brilliant remark. 

· However, courtesy MUST prevail. No flaming. No bad language. If you strongly disagree, then say so without character assassination.

· If you start your own discussion thread, it MUST be related to current E9H class work. No discussions about what you’ll be wearing to Homecoming.

Grading:

· Posting once a week will result in at least a “B” range grade, as long as your posts are reasonably thoughtful. “Me too” does not count.

· If you want an “A” you will need to post more often or make posts of some depth. Overall, quality counts more than quantity. 

WARNING: If you decide to add any inappropriate posts, you will be removed from the NING for the rest of the semester. If you make more than one inappropriate post, you will be removed permanently. In both cases, you can complete the assignment with weekly response papers, but your highest grade will be a 70. By inappropriate I mean using bad language, sexual innuendo, flaming, abusive language, racial or gender slurs, etc. If you’re unsure if it’s appropriate or not, it’s probably not. 

To access the discussion group:

· You can access your specific Ning from my blog http://www.gcsdblogs.org/Schneden by clicking  your specific class link, either E9H Ning or E12 Ning
· Once you arrive at this URL you will need to register.

· Fill in the information as requested. Use your gmail address. This is an invitation only group.

· Your “alias” can be anything you want, but for “Signature,” use your real name and class period.  WRITE YOUR PASSWORD DOWN somewhere.  I will NOT have access to it.
· I will have to approve your membership before you have access to the group, so don’t keep trying to register just because you don’t see your name immediately.
· You will be able to upload a picture and customize your page after your membership is 
approved.

